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Letter from the Board President
Dear USC Family,
During the pandemic, our community came together in support 
of the USC team. Not only did our organization stay connected 
with team members, but we were able to provide the necessary 
support wherever our families needed.
We are grateful for your loyal support of Urban Squash Cleveland. 
The time, talent and financial support donors were able to 
provide enabled us to fulfill our mission – empowering Cleveland 
youth to fulfill their potential. 
The resources you provided as a donor, as a volunteer on the 
court or in the classroom, as a mentor to a team member, 
as a fund or friend raiser, board or committee member or as 
the leader of one of our community partners were critical to 
keeping our resilient student-athletes on the path to athletic and 
academic success and social and emotional well-being during 
this most extraordinary year. 
Simply put, the entire USC community helped raise and raise up 
our Cleveland youth.
Because of you, we were able to respond to the challenges of 
COVID-19 and, through creative programming and outreach, 
forming even closer bonds with our team members and their 
families.
Although pandemic challenges continue, more and more 
people are getting vaccinated, vaccines are available for 
children, and our organization is finding its new normal under the 
steadfast leadership of Executive Director, Iago Cornes. We are 
also excited to welcome our new Program Director, Briana Diller, 
as we see in-person programming with our student-athletes back 
in full swing at USC. 
Events are also back. USC hosted some Cleveland Skating Club 
2021 PSA Open squash matches, pro-led clinics and a spirited 
match between sisters, Amanda and Sabrina Sobhy, ranked 3rd 
and 21st in the World. Furthermore, our kids participated in the first 
team match since the start of the pandemic, a fun filled contest 
with 716 Squash, our sister program from Buffalo. Meanwhile, 
our community squash program is growing steadily, bringing our 
neighbors and players of all levels to our facility to play each 
other and our student-athletes.
In the year ahead, we will undertake a strategic plan to build on 
our strengths, identify lessons to be learned, grow our community 
and sense of belonging, and serve more young people. With this 
annual report we want to share with you our successes over the 
past year and our hopes for the years ahead. What you have 
done and given inspires us to look confidently to a bright future 
for our young people.
 Thank you.
 Sincerely,

 Joe Juster     
 Board Chair     

S t a f f

Iago Cornes – Executive Director

Briana Diller – Program Director

Wick Ballard – Squash Coach
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Federal Funding $79,704.50

Total: $479,161.70
(does not include endowment funds)

What is Urban Squash Cleveland?
Urban Squash Cleveland (“USC”) is a youth 
development organization that empowers youth to 
reach their potential through academic support, the 
sport of squash and enduring life skills.

Our program is designed to prepare students for the 
future. USC is a long-term, rigorous and rewarding 
commitment, full of exciting possibilities and 
opportunities.
 
Squash: Through regular practice and competitions, 
students develop endurance, coordination, physical 
and mental awareness, and discipline.  The fascinating 
game is a wonderful vehicle that helps open doors and 
connects our team with meaningful opportunities for 
personal growth.
 
Academics: Students engage in homework help, 
literacy development, financial skill-building, ACT & SAT 
tutoring and college support as they cultivate a lifelong 
love of learning and pursue meaningful post-secondary 
opportunities.

Enrichment: Team members participate in unique 
culinary and agricultural experiences, field trips, 
internships, camps and travel to cities and colleges 
across the country as they form relationships with 
mentors, volunteers and one another.
 

USC is part of the Squash & Education Alliance (SEA), 
which is a network of 20 programs nationwide and 5 
international affiliates.  98% of SEA students who stay 
in member programs graduate from high school and 
enroll in post-secondary schools, in a network with a 
total of 2,500+ year round team members enrolled.

Currently serving a total of 50 students between 6th and 
12th grades and 13 alumni, Urban Squash Cleveland 
plans to grow steadily over the next seven years to 
ultimately serve a total of 85 children each year.
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A c a d e m i c  A d v a n c e m e n t
As student-athletes returned to in-person programming, they continued graduating from 
high-school & middle school, obtaining meaningful scholarships to high-schools and 
colleges of their choice.

Student 
Spotlight:
Adaora Okaodu,
a sixth grader from 
Urban Community 
School, won not 
just one, but both 
National Essay Contests of the Squash 
and Education Alliance she competed 
in during the 2020/21 School Year. 
“To be part of USC means to be able 
to come to a safe place, a space that 
allows me to have a lot of fun and make 
good friends. We’re able to learn new 
things and are pushed to work hard. The 
mentors, coaches and teammates are 
always cheering you along, and we’re 
always there for each other.”

Alisha Fluker
School:
St. Martin de Porres HS

Viana 
Antongiorgi
School:
Bard Early College HS

Janiely Santiago
School:
Lutheran West HS

Alexis Fluker
School:
St. Martin de Porres HS

Darius Phillips
College/University:
Hiram College

Jeremiah Evans
School:
Garrett Morgan HS



U S C  B e c o m e s  a  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  C o m m u n i t y  A f f i l i a t e  N e t w o r k

A  Y e a r  o f  A d a p t i n g
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USC was fortunate to run in-person and virtual 
programming during the last school year. Small 
group, socially distant sessions emphasized 
social-emotional development and enabled 
team members to hone their fundamentals on 
the squash court, build their academic skills, 
deepen connections with peers and mentors, 
and have fun. 

Squash Health cooking classes, student-led town 
halls, interactive game sessions, and college 
support sessions were essential components of 
our online programming experience, helping 
student-athletes strengthen their development.

USC continued to prioritize individualized 
attention for students and their families, which 
included weekly 1:1 communication, grocery 
delivery, clothing donation and technology 
support.

Launched in collaboration with US Squash in 2021, 
the Community Affiliate Network has become a 
reality. Urban Squash Cleveland joined the CAN 
and became its fourth national member, and the 
first in the Midwest.

The Community Affiliate Network (CAN) 
establishes formal relationships between US 
Squash and non-profit facilities such as USC, 
advancing the goals of the Community 
Initiative, delivering US Squash programs and 
closely aligning with US Squash’s mission of 
promoting squash’s growth and development 
by increasing access and awareness, supporting 
meaningful lifelong engagement in the sport, 
and encouraging sportsmanship while achieving 
competitive excellence. Like other CAN facilities, 
USC conducts programming inclusive of junior 
squash grassroots development and high-
performance programs, squash and education 

programs, adult squash development, and 
accredited leagues, ladders, and tournaments to 
provide access to squash for all.

With the youth development organization at the 
core of USC’s mission, the Community Initiative 
adds access and lifelong engagement in squash 
to people spanning the entire socio-economic 
spectrum, fostering lasting relationships across 
generations, genders, races and religions and 
building a lasting community rooted in shared 
values.

Our multicultural, multigenerational 
space joins many community 
squash centers across the US, in an 
effort that will dramatically increase 
access to the sport and bring a 
growing and diverse community 
together.

The Cleveland Foundation partnership

In December of 2020,  
USC started an 
endowment fund, 
managed by Clearstead, 
at the Cleveland 
Foundation. 

This partnership strengthens USC’s position in the 
community, providing financial sustainability to our 
organization. The endowment fund also helps us 
accomplish strategic milestones that allow us to 
focus on operational goals.
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B U I L D I N G  O N  Y O U R  G E N E R O U S  S U P P O R T
During the COVID-19 pandemic, the USC family has stayed together in support of USC’s student-athletes.

Just as programming evolved during this time, so did fundraising. A heartfelt thank you to everyone who helps 
USC continue to empower youth in Cleveland!
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Peter O’Brien
Rachel Oscar
Matthew Palag
Linda Pickel
Brooks Pinnick
Katie Porath
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John Washington
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Let’s Continue 
Working 

Together!



O u r  P a r t n e r s

Camp For All Kids
Case Western Reserve University 
Cleveland Skating Club
Cleveland State University 
College Now
Entrepreneurship Preparatory School: Willard 
Facing History and Ourselves
Ghostlight Productions 
House of Champions 
John Marshall High School
MetroHealth
Refugee Response 
Spice Field Kitchen 
Squash & Education Alliance
The Cleveland Foundation
The Cleveland Racquet Club
The Cleveland School of Science & 

Medicine at John Hay
The Tavern Club
The Whole Kid
University School 
Urban Community School 
US Squash and the Community Affiliate 

Network 
Young Entrepreneur Institute 
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We welcomed 5 new team members after an 8 
week tryout process in the Spring of 2021. 

Borja Golan led camps, clinics and lessons for 
USC team members during the Summer. These 
personalized sessions enabled team members 
to ignite their love of the game as they learned 
from one of the world’s most decorated 
champions. 

The 14 time Spanish National squash champion 
also led group and individual sessions for USC’s 
Community Squash members. USC was fortunate 
to have the squash legend help USC student-
athletes and community squash members 
develop their skills on the court. We are grateful 
to Borja for his time and work in Cleveland!

D e m o g r a p h i c  I n f o r m a t i o n

Student Genders

50% Female50% Female71% Female71% Female29% Male29% Male 72% Female72% Female28% Male28% Male

Student Race/Ethnicity

61% African 61% African 
American/BlackAmerican/Black

26% Hispanic/Latinx26% Hispanic/Latinx

13% Caucasian/White13% Caucasian/White

63% African 63% African 
American/BlackAmerican/Black

24% Hispanic/Latinx24% Hispanic/Latinx

13% Caucasian/White13% Caucasian/White

Tryouts/Recruitment

Borja Golan Visits USC



Getting Involved
You may support USC by donating online at www.
urbansquashcleveland.org, by mailing a check 
through the enclosed envelope, by volunteering or 
by donating goods or services in any way you think 
would be helpful to the mission of Urban Squash 
Cleveland.

• To volunteer, please contact Briana Diller at  
briana@urbansquashcleveland.org or by 
phone at 216-633-6222.

• If you’re interested in visiting Urban Squash
 Cleveland and learning more about empowering 

Cleveland youth, please contact Iago Cornes at 
iago@urbansquashcleveland.org or by phone 
at 216-315-2258. 

Visit us at 4701 Lorain Avenue, 
Cleveland, Ohio 44102 and at  

www.urbansquashcleveland.org
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Spot l igh t  on  Squash  Heal th

Team members and alumni participated 
in 7 virtual cooking classes and 1 in-person 
gardening session as part of this unique 
enrichment program launched in collaboration 
with Spice Field Kitchen. The program 
emphasizes the connection between culture, 
health, food and the environment. Students and 
families created their own customized meals by 
developing budgets, purchasing ingredients, 
and preparing personalized dishes. These unique 
experiences enabled students to immerse 
themselves in the magic of cooking in their own 
homes, providing a critical resource that resulted 
in team engagement throughout the pandemic.



Urban Squash 
Cleveland

mailing address:
P.O. Box 14817

Cleveland, OH 44114

www.urbansquashcleveland.org

Proud MemberProud Member




